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Teaching the Process of Science
through Astronomy
The Cosmic Perspective 9e © 2020

including Mastering® Astronomy with Pearson eText Bennett et al
The Cosmic Perspective provides an up-to-date introduction to
astronomy for anyone who is curious about the universe. As respected
teachers and active researchers, the authors present astronomy using
a coherent narrative and a thematic approach that guides students
through connecting ideas.
The Ninth Edition features major scientific updates and discoveries,
and an enhanced focus on cultural diversity among scientists and
ethics across science and astronomy. Mastering Astronomy includes a wealth of author-created
resources for students to use before, during, and after class.

Provides a Framework that
Makes Learning Targeted and
Expectations Clear
Each chapter opens
with a brief overview
of the content and
a clear set of Learning
Goals. Each Learning
Goal is phrased as a question to engage
students as they read. The visual summary
provides a
concise review
of the answers
to the Learning
Goal questions.
The summary
is followed by a
Quick Quiz and a set
of short-answer, essay,
and quantitative
questions.

Effective Pedagogy for Student Results
• Tools of Science boxes present a brief overview
of key astronomers’ tools, including
theories, equations, observational
techniques, and technology.
• Common Misconceptions
boxes address popularly
held but incorrect ideas
about topics in the text.
• Cosmic Context Figures combine text
and illustrations into accessible two-page
visual summaries to improve student
understanding of essential topics.
• Think About It and See It
For Yourself questions and
activities are embedded
throughout the text to foster
active learning and reinforce
understanding.

Connects Introductory Astronomy to
a Broad Understanding of the Universe
Astronomy Today 9e © 2018

including Mastering Astronomy with Pearson eText Chaission et al
In this Ninth Edition of Astronomy Today, authors Eric Chaisson and
Steve McMillan communicate their excitement about astronomy,
combining up-to-date science with insightful pedagogy. The text
emphasizes visualization, focusing on the process of scientific
discovery in order to teach students “how we know what we know.”
Updated features in the 9th Edition help students connect the
content of each chapter with a broader understanding of the
universe while piquing student interest in current research. The 9th Edition has also been
thoroughly updated and revised to reflect recent discoveries in the field of astronomy.

Conceptual Understanding
Concept Checks are
critical-thinking questions
throughout each chapter
that prompt students to
reflect on the material
just presented and to
test their mastery of
key concepts. Learning
Outcomes which are
consistent with the
AAS outcomes, are reinforced with helpful labels.
The Big Picture in each
chapter explains how the
chapter’s content fits in with
an overall perspective on
introductory astronomy,
helping students see how
each chapter is connected to
a broad understanding of the
universe. Big Pictures now tie
to end of chapter questions.

Skill Building
Process of Science Check
questions throughout every
chapter prompt students to
consider how
astronomers
use various
aspects of the
process of science in their research. Discovery
boxes explore a wide variety of interesting
supplementary topics,
providing students
with insight into how
scientific knowledge
evolves while emphasizing
the process of science.
More Precisely boxes
present mathematical
information that the
instructor can include
or exclude in class
discussions.

To learn more about these programs including components and Mastering Astronomy with
Pearson eText, visit www.Savvas .com/Advanced

Mastering® Astronomy
The Mastering® platform is the most
effective and widely used online homework,
tutorials, and assessment system. It
delivers self-paced tutorials that focus
on your course objectives, provide
individualized coaching, and respond
to each student’s progress. The Mastering
system helps teachers maximize class
time with easy-to-assign, customizable,
and automatically graded assessments
that motivate students to learn.
Mastering brings learning
full circle by continuously
adapting to each student and
making learning more
personal than ever—before,
during, and after class.

Pearson eText, optimized
for mobile, seamlessly
integrates videos and other rich
media with the text and gives
students access to their
textbook anytime, anywhere.

TRY IT TODAY!
Teachers, register for preview access today at
Savvas.com/access_request.
Select Science Initial Access and complete the form under
Option 2. Teacher preview code will be delivered via email.

Before Class: Interactive Prelecture videos provide subject overview for exposure to key concepts
before class, opening classroom time for active learning or deeper discussions of topics.
During Class: Learning Catalytics™ helps you generate class discussion, customize your lecture, and
promote peer-to-peer learning with real-time analytics. As a student response tool, Learning Catalytics
uses students’ smartphones, tablets, or laptops to engage them in more interactive tasks and thinking.
Upload a full PowerPoint® deck for easy creation of slide questions.
Help your students develop critical thinking skills.
Monitor responses to find out where your students are struggling.
Rely on real-time data to adjust your teaching strategy.

After Class: A wide variety of tutorials incorporate interactive questions and visuals. Process of
Science Tutorials, Self-Guided Tutorials, Ranking Tasks, and Sorting Tasks help students solidify an
understanding of key concepts in astronomy.
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