 Geographic Sources

Simón Bolívar, Letter from Jamaica
Simón Bolívar was a thinker and writer as well as a military leader.
While living in Jamaica, he wrote a long letter that analyzed
the situation in Spanish South America. Read the excerpt from
Bolívar’s letter and the secondary source that discusses it.
Then answer the questions.

CPT1_9pt12
◀◀Simón
Bolívar

Reading and
Vocabulary Support
Unrealistic,
expecting too much
1

What does Bolívar
mean by “New World”?
2

3

—Simón Bolívar, Letter from Jamaica (1815)

To gather

4 What does this list
suggest about the unity
of Spanish America?
5

It is a grandiose 1 idea to think of consolidating the New World 2
into a single nation. . . . America is separated by climatic differences,
geographic diversity, conflicting interests, and dissimilar characteristics. . . . Would to God that some day we may have the good fortune to
convene 3 . . . representatives of republics, kingdoms, and empires 4
to deliberate upon 5 the high interests of peace and war. . . . This type
of organization may come to pass in some happier period.

Discuss

Secondary Source
“Bolívar’s Letter from Jamaica explored what form the
new government of Spanish America should take. He
surveyed the region from Mexico to the colonies farthest
south. Bolívar expressed a grand vision of a united
Spanish America.”

Analyzing Geographic Sources
Cite specific evidence from Bolívar’s letter to support your answers.
1. Determine Author’s Point of View Why does Bolívar say that
bringing colonial Spanish America together under a single
government is not possible?
2. Analyze Style and Rhetoric What does the last sentence in
Bolívar’s letter suggest about his hopes for this future?
3. Compare Authors’ Points of View Does Bolívar’s letter support
the view of the writer of the secondary source that he had a “grand
vision of a united Spanish America”?
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