   Geographic Sources

The End of
the Vietnam War
By 1975, the United States had withdrawn all combat troops from
Vietnam and greatly reduced the flow of money and weapons. On
April 21, South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu gave a
speech to his parliament announcing his resignation.
◀ Nguyen Van Thieu

Reading and
Vocabulary Support
Why does Nguyen
make this comparison?
1

2 Whose lives is Nguyen
referring to here?

ARVN stands for
Army of the Republic
of Vietnam, South
Vietnam’s army.
3

Constituents are
people represented by
an elected official.
4

5 What do you think
NVA stands for?

Primary Source
“You don’t fight by miracles. You need high morale and bravery. But
even if you are brave, you can’t just stand there and bite the enemy.
And we are fighting against Russia and China. We’re having to bargain
for aid from the United States like haggling for fish in the market 1
and I am not going to continue this bargaining for a few million dollars
when your lives 2 are at stake. . . . You Americans with your 500,000
soldiers in Vietnam! You were not defeated . . . you ran away!”
—Nguyen Van Thieu, speech to parliament, April 21, 1975

Secondary Source
“In early March the North Vietnamese launched . . . what was expected
to be a two-year offensive to secure South Vietnam. As it happened,
the South’s government and army collapsed in less than two months.
Thousands of ARVN 3 troops retreated in disorder. . . . [U.S. President]
Gerald R. Ford . . . pleaded in vain with Congress for additional military
aid . . . . But members of Congress, like most of their constituents 4 , were
ready to wash their hands of a long and futile war. On April 21 [Nguyen
Van] Thieu resigned and flew to Taiwan. On April 30 what remained of
the South Vietnamese government surrendered unconditionally, and NVA
5 tank columns occupied Saigon without a struggle.”
—Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Vietnam War”

Analyzing Geographic Sources
1. Distinguish Fact From Opinion Find one opinion, one fact, and
one reasoned judgment in the sources quoted above.
2. Compare Authors’ Treatment of Similar Topics How do the
primary source and the secondary source treat Nguyen Van Thieu’s
resignation differently?
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