 Geographic Sources

The Florentine Codex
(1540s–1570s)

In 1529, a Catholic missionary named Fray Bernardino de Sahagún
(fry behr nahr dee noh day sah ah goon) arrived in Mexico. In the
1540s, he began compiling a book now called the Florentine
Codex. It tells the history of the Aztec, including the first encounter
between the Spanish conqueror, Hernán Cortés, and messengers
from the Aztec emperor, Moctezuma.
▶ Illustration
from the Florentine Codex
▶ CPT1_9pt12

Moctezuma's Messengers Greet Cortés
. . . Moctezuma’s messengers went aboard the ship of Don Hernán
Cortés. . . . When they got into the ship, each kissed the earth before
the Captain. . . .
Then they adorned the Captain. They put on him the turquoise 1
mosaic serpent mask attached to a quetzal 2 feather head fan. . . .
And they put a necklace [around his neck] of plaited green stone in the
middle of which was a golden disk. . . .
Also they gave him . . . a shield with crosspieces of gold and mother-ofpearl. . . . And they laid the obsidian 3 sandals before him. 4
When this had been done, the Captain said to them: “Is this all? Is this
everything you have to welcome [us]? Is this how you greet people?”
They replied: “This is everything with which we have come, our lord.”
Then the Captain ordered that they be tied up; they put irons on their
feet and necks. When this was done, they fired the large cannon. And
the messengers then fainted and swooned. 5

Reading and
Vocabulary Support
Turquoise is a bluegreen stone valued by
the Aztec.
1

2 The quetzal, a
colorful bird, was sacred
to the Aztec.
3 Obsidian is a black
glass formed from lava
released in a volcanic
eruption.
4 What did these gifts
mean to the Aztec?

How did Cortés
respond to the gifts?
5

Analyzing Geographic Sources
Cite specific evidence from the document to support your answers.
1. Identify Implied Main Ideas Why do you think Moctezuma sent a
group of messengers to bring gifts to Cortés?
2. Infer What can you infer about the attitude of Cortés from his
saying, “Is this all? Is this everything you have to welcome [us]? Is
this how you greet people?”
3. Compare and Contrast Why did the Aztec and Cortés view the
gifts so differently?
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