Discussion Routine
Objectives of collaborative discussions; children will:
■ Build speaking and listening skills over the course of the year by following a routine.
■ Learn to engage in discussion to clarify points; ask questions; give reasons for their

point of view.
■ Compare their own point of view with that of others.
■ Appreciate that collaborative discussions focus on thinking, not on a right answer.

Students should use the following steps before, during, and after a collaborative
discussion.

Prepare for the Discussion
Read the discussion question.
Ask questions about the question, to make sure you understand it completely.
Review the Quest Connections in the chapter and online.
Write one thing you learned from each Quest Connection.
Write a sentence stating your opinion.
Name two reasons for your opinion.

During the Discussion
When it’s your turn:
■ Tell your opinion about the question.
■ Speak clearly so your classmates understand what you are trying to say.
■ Give reasons for your opinion.
■ Stay on topic. Connect your ideas to what you heard your classmates say.

When it’s someone else’s turn:
■ Be polite while other children tell their opinions.

You may not always agree with another speaker, but it is important to listen to what
he or she has to say.
Nod if a classmate says something interesting; don’t laugh if a classmate makes a
mistake or says something you don’t agree with.
Take turns. Don’t interrupt. If your class uses a talking stick, wait to speak until you
have the stick.
■ Listen closely so you can understand the ideas and opinions of your classmates.
■ Think of questions you can ask to make sure you heard what other children said.

You could ask:
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■■

Can Pedro tell more about what he said?

■■

Lisa said [say what you heard her say]. Did I get that right?

■■

Amit gave his opinion. Can he tell a reason for why he thinks that?

After the Discussion
Ask yourself:
■ Before the discussion, my opinion was:
■ After this discussion, my opinion is:

Think: Did we all have the same opinion about the topic?
If we didn’t, what did we all agree on?

Discussion—Teacher Support
When discussions may occur:
■ As outcome on a particular Quest
■ At end of every Quest as children consider the Compelling Question

Suggestions to help all children participate:
■ Use a talking stick or other prop to help children practice listening and to make it

easier to take turns.
■ Children can demonstrate active listening through physical cues like looking

at the speaker or leaning toward the speaker; asking questions that clarify or
respond directly to what others have said.
■ Allow for quiet; pause longer than you may feel comfortable to let children think

before speaking.
■ Your ELs and struggling students may have trouble participating in a discussion

at first. Helping them summarize what they have explored in the Quest will be
helpful. You can also provide extra scaffolds by providing sentence starters.
You can track children’s progress with the Collaborative Discussion rubric, found in the
myWorld Activity Guide or online at Savvas.com/socialstudies.
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