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Rights and Responsibilities
of Citizens

Standards
HSS 1.1, 1.1.1, 1.1.2

Objectives
• Vote on the final set of rules through a shared
discussion.

• Explain the word respect as it pertains to
a school community.
• Create classroom rules to make sure everyone
is respected.

Shared Discussion: Who Needs Rules?

STEP 1
Set the Stage

STEP 2
Launch the Activities
Activity 1

Respect

Activity 2

Class Rules

Activity 3

Shared Discussion

Activity 4

Class Vote

STEP 3 3ELD
Complete the Quest
Shared Discussion

Answer the
Compelling

Q

Description

Duration

Read a blackline master
as an introduction to
the project.

 minutes

Blackline Master:
Quest Kick Off

Whole Class

Watch a video
with background
information.

 minutes

Video: How do people best
cooperate?

Whole Class

Read aloud a book and
discuss respect.

 minutes

Thinking Like a Citizen book:
Why Can’t I Say That?

Whole Class

Create and discuss
class rules.

 minutes

Chart paper

Prepare for a shared
discussion.

 minutes

Blackline Master: Thinking
About Rules

Individuals

Vote to select five rules
for the classroom.

 minutes

Copies of suggested class
rules, green crayon

Individuals

Facilitate a class
discussion about rules
and respect.

 minutes

Blackline Master: Thinking
About Rules

Whole Class

Discuss the compelling
question.

 minutes
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Materials

Participants

Small
Groups

Whole Class
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Quick Activities
Description

Duration

Materials

Participants

Is It Fair?

Decide if various
scenarios are fair or
unfair.

 minutes

Blackline Master: Fair or
Unfair?

Individuals

Good Sport

Create a word web
describing the
characteristics of a
“good sport”.

 minutes

Web organizers

Individuals

Representative
Democracy

Discuss the
differences between
a representative
democracy and a direct
democracy.

 minutes

Blackline Master: Forms
of Democracy

Problem Solvers

Discuss and form a
solution to solve a
hypothetical problem.

 minutes

Read Aloud: The
Monkey and the
Crocodile

Listen to a retelling and
act out an alternative
ending.

 minutes

ELD
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Small Groups

Small Groups

Blackline Master: The
Monkey and the Crocodile

Whole Class

Teacher Planner

Teacher Material

Q

Compelling

 7 sessions, 2 hours 40 minutes total

Shared Discussion:
Who Needs Rules?
How do rules make us more respectful?
Welcome to Quest 1, Who Needs Rules? In this Quest, children will
create classroom rules and vote to accept them. By identifying the
importance of respect and rules, they will gain hands-on insight to
discuss the compelling question at the end of this inquiry.

Objectives
• Explain the word respect as it pertains to a school community.
• Create classroom rules to make sure everyone is respected.
• Vote on the final set of rules through a shared discussion.

STEP 1 Set the Stage

 minutes

Begin the Quest by distributing the blackline master Quest Kick Off. It will bring the
world of the Quest to life, introducing a story to interest children and a mission to
motivate them.

Story
Three classmates need to work together to take care of the class pet. They all
want to feed the class pet, but nobody wants to clean the cage. They begin to
argue over who should be the one to feed him. Then one classmate calls the
others mean names and upsets them.
The teacher hears them. She calls them together and tells them they need to come
up with rules on how to work together. In order to keep the responsibility of taking
care of the class pet, they need to show respect and follow rules.

Mission
Work with your class to form a set of rules to create a respectful classroom.
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STEP 2 Launch the Activities
The following four activities will help children prepare for their shared
discussion by creating a set of classroom rules to foster respect. Note that
all four can be done independently of the larger Quest. Begin by showing
the video How do people best cooperate?, which will give children the
content background they need to complete the activities.

Activity 1

Respect

 minutes

Materials: Thinking Like a Citizen book, Why Can’t I Say That?
Ask children if they know what the word respect means. Instruct children to listen
to the story in the Thinking Like a Citizen book Why Can’t I Say That? and think
about respect. Read aloud the book.
Explain the word respect to children. Give examples of how to respect others, their
feelings, and their property. Explain the importance of self-respect.
Then lead the children in a discussion about bullying. Suggested talking points:
“Bullying is when someone is acting mean or hurtful to another person over and
over again. Bullies try to hurt people and make them feel sad. Sometimes people
disagree and that is OK. People can disagree or argue with one another once in a
while. But if a person is being hurtful to another person over and over, then that is
bullying.”

Activity 2

Class Rules

 minutes

Materials: Chart paper
Explain that rules are necessary to make sure everyone is respectful. Remind
children that in a school, it is important to show respect to the teacher,
classmates, and the property of the school and others.
Divide the class into small groups. Instruct each group to think of rules that will
make sure everyone feels respected. Guide groups to write rules that reflect
the values of fair play and being a good sport and that respect the rights and
opinions of others. Bring the class together and write the rules from each group
on chart paper.
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Activity 3

Shared Discussion

 minutes

Materials: Blackline Master, Thinking About Rules
Distribute the blackline master Thinking About Rules, which asks children to
support and explain their rules.
Explain how to have a discussion (use the Shared Discussion rubric). Have children
focus on the importance of working together and how to listen and respond to
what has been said.
Read sentence starters on the blackline master aloud, and give children time to
write their responses. They will use these responses during the shared discussion.

Activity 4

Class Vote

 minutes

Materials:	Chart Paper with suggested class rules (from Activity 2),
typed sheet with suggested rules for each child,
green crayon
Congratulate the class on working together in creating respectful rules. Have
everyone give their neighbor a high-five because they ALL created rules to foster
respect. Tell the class that although all the rules are amazing, you will only be able
to write five onto the Classroom Rules chart.
Inform the class that in a direct democracy people have a say in the rulemaking
process. So everyone will be able to vote on the five rules for the class.
Instruct children on how to vote. Distribute a copy of the rules to each child, and
read through each rule. Instruct children to get out a green crayon. Tell them to
circle the five rules they want for the class. Read each rule again, pausing for
children to vote by circling the rule. Remind children they can only vote on five
rules (circulate to monitor). Collect and count votes.
Before revealing the five rules, remind children that all of the rules were
exceptional and that this isn’t about winning—it is about having a respectful
classroom. Reveal the five classroom rules.
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STEP 3 Complete the
Part 1 Shared Discussion

 minutes

Materials: Blackline Master Thinking About Rules
Engage children in a discussion about the rules shared by each small group. Refer
back to the story and mission. Guide children to explain how their rules will create
a respectful classroom. Children can use their answers from the blackline master
Thinking About Rules to explain and discuss their rules. Guide the discussion by
asking: Who is responsible for enforcing the rules? What are the consequences if
these rules are broken?
Encourage children to discuss their understanding of respect for rules. Ask: What is
the purpose of having rules? What would happen if we didn’t have rules?

  
ELD

Integrated English Language Development

ELD.PI.1.1

Have children practice elaborating on topics during a conversation. In order to keep
a conversation alive, children need to understand how to exchange information and
ideas that remain relevant to the topic of discussion. Point out that children should
ask and answer questions to keep a discussion going.
Emerging: Divide children into
pairs labeled Partner A and
Partner B. Have children think
of three questions to ask their
partner about class pets and
how to be fair. Instruct Partner A
to ask the first question and
let Partner B respond. Instruct
Partner A to ask the second
question and let Partner B
respond. Instruct Partner A
to ask the final question and
let Partner B respond. Have
children switch roles.

Expanding: Divide children
into pairs. Have children think
of one question to ask their
partner about the topic of
class pets and how to be fair.
Instruct the partners to ask
and answer the questions
following turn-taking rules.
Then have partners build off
of the conversation by asking
another question based on the
given responses.

Part 2 Answer the Compelling Question

Bridging: Have children form
groups of three. Tell groups
to discuss the topic of a class
pet and how to be fair. Group
Member 1 and Group Member
2 ask Group Member 3 one
question; Group Member 3
responds. Group Member 1 and
Group Member 3 ask Group
Member 2 a question; Group
Member 2 responds. Group
Member 2 and Group Member 3
ask Group Member 1 a question;
Group Member 1 responds.

 minutes

After children participate in a shared discussion, encourage them to reflect on
what they learned. As a class, discuss the compelling question for this Quest,
“How do rules make us more respectful?”
Children have learned about respect and the importance of rules to maintain
a respectful environment. They should use what they learned to answer the
compelling question.
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Quick Activities
Is It Fair?

Individuals

 minutes

Materials: Blackline Master Fair or Unfair?
Distribute the blackline master Fair or Unfair?, which asks children to
identify each action as fair or unfair.
Extend the activity by having children explain why they think each
statement is fair or unfair.

Good Sport

Individuals

 minutes

Materials: Web organizer
Write the words good sport in the center of the web organizer before
copying it for children. Explain what a “good sport” is to children by
providing examples.
After discussing what a good sport is, instruct children to create a web.
They can write descriptive words in the web, draw pictures in the web, or
find pictures from magazines that describe what a good sport is.
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ELD

Integrated English Language Development

ELD.PI.1.7

Children need to practice describing and understanding language choices.
In order to effectively describe or understand descriptive words, children
need to understand the language used. Children will evaluate the idea of
being a “good sport” by thinking about what the writer is trying to describe.
Emerging: Divide children into
pairs to act out the following
scenario:
Classmate A: Did you hear the
joke the teachers played on
Principal Steve?
Classmate B: They told him to
dress up for a costume party.
Classmate A: But there was
no party. So only he wore a
costume.
Classmate B: He just laughed.
He is a good sport.
Then have children discuss
what a “good sport” is.

Expanding: Divide children into
pairs. Have children discuss
what being a “good sport”
means. Ask them to draw a
picture representing this idea.
Then ask them to explain their
pictures to one another.

Representative Democracy

Bridging: Divide children
into pairs. Have children
come up with two different
scenarios where they could
use the phrase good sport
in a conversation. Ask them
to share their scenarios with
another pair and discuss
what the idea of being a
“good sport” means.

Small Groups

 minutes

Materials: Blackline Master Forms of Democracy
Remind children of the direct democratic voting process they used to
vote for the class rules. Inform children that there is another type of
democracy: representative. Explain the term representative democracy.
Model a representative democracy by asking each table group to select
a leader. Vote on the class rules again, but only count the votes of the
table leaders. Point out the advantages and disadvantages of both voting
models. Engage children in a discussion to understand citizenship and
government.
Ask children to decide which form of democracy they prefer and group
them based on their answer. Distribute the blackline master Forms of
Democracy. Engage each group in a shared writing experience using the
blackline master for guidance.
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Problem Solvers

Small Groups

 minutes

Teach or review the steps of problem-solving with children.
1. Identify the problem.
2. Gather information about it.
3. List ways to solve it.
4. Ask yourself: “Which way will work best?”
5. Choose a way and solve the problem.
6. Think about how well your plan worked.
Divide children into small groups. Assign each group one of the following
dilemmas, and instruct them to discuss the problem and develop a
possible solution.
• There aren’t enough glue sticks for each group. What do you do?
• Two people in your group want to make a poster, but you want to make a diorama.
What do you do?
• Your group must complete five tasks in order to finish a poster, but there are only three
group members. What do you do?
• Your group chose you as their leader, but you don’t want to be the leader. What do
you do?
If time permits, children can act out their dilemma and solution as a way of
presenting it to the whole class.

Read Aloud

Whole Class

 minutes

Materials: Blackline Master The Monkey and the Crocodile
Distribute the blackline master The Monkey and the Crocodile. Have
children listen to the retelling of the story. Then have children discuss the
trait of honesty as it pertains to the story.
Encourage children to read a paragraph from the story after hearing it
read aloud. Have children read in pairs or do a choral reading.
After the story and discussion, group children and ask them to act out
the story with a different ending.
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