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INTRODUCTION
This document demonstrates how Realidades Level 2 meets the ACTFL Proficiency
Guidelines. Correlation page references are to the Student and Teacher’s Editions.
Realidades Levels 1 through 4 is a highly praised and effective standards-based program
that seamlessly integrates communication, grammar, culture, and engaging technology.
Realidades works!
• Articulated sequence of instruction through Spanish 4
• Balanced approach that combines vocabulary, grammar, culture, and communication
• Print, hands-on, and digital resources to personalize and differentiate learning
• Thematic, critical-thinking approach to understanding culture
• Integrated 21st Century skills
• Digital solutions for the classroom, the lab, at home, or mobile
High School Spanish
Realidades gives teachers a wide range of tools and support to help all students develop
Spanish proficiency and cultural understanding. The articulated sequence through Level 4
includes student-centered themes, performance based language tasks, differentiated
resources, and engaging technology.
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Speaking
NOVICE HIGH
Speakers at the Novice High sublevel are
able to handle a variety of tasks pertaining
to the Intermediate level, but are unable to
sustain performance at that level. They are
able to manage successfully a number of
uncomplicated communicative tasks in
straightforward social situations.
Conversation is restricted to a few of the
predictable topics necessary for survival in
the target language culture, such as basic
personal information, basic objects, and a
limited number of activities, preferences,
and immediate needs. Novice High
speakers respond to simple, direct
questions or requests for information. They
are also able to ask a
few formulaic questions.

Representative
SE/TE: 4, 14,
125, 137, 149,
235, 263, 280,
447, 467, 471

Novice High speakers are able to express
personal meaning by relying heavily on
learned phrases or recombinations of these
and what they hear from their interlocutor.
Their language consists primarily of short
and some times incomplete sentences in
the present, and may be hesitant or
inaccurate. On the other hand, since their
language often consists of expansions of
learned material and stock phrases, they
may sometimes sound surprisingly fluent
and accurate. Pronunciation, vocabulary,
and syntax may be strongly influenced by
the first language. Frequent
misunderstandings may arise but, with
repetition or rephrasing, Novice High
speakers can generally be understood by
sympathetic interlocutors used to nonnatives. When called on to handle a variety
of topics and perform functions pertaining
to the Intermediate level, a Novice High
speaker can sometimes respond in
intelligible sentences, but will not be able to
sustain sentence-level discourse.

SE = Student Edition

pages follow:
23, 69, 83, 97, 106, 109,
165, 169, 197, 220, 226,
289, 329, 343, 381, 408,

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 4, 14, 23, 26, 37, 54, 82, 97, 106,
125, 149, 205, 235, 259, 280, 313, 343,
367, 421, 471
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Writing
NOVICE HIGH
Writers at the Novice High sublevel are able
to meet limited basic practical writing needs
using lists, short messages, postcards, and
simple notes. They are able to express
themselves within the context in which the
language was learned, relying mainly on
practiced material. Their writing is focused
on common elements of daily life. Novice
High writers are able to recombine learned
vocabulary and structures to create simple
sentences on very familiar topics, but are
not able to sustain sentence-level writing all
the time. Due to inadequate vocabulary
and/or grammar, writing at this level may
only partially communicate the intentions of
the writer. Novice High writing is often
comprehensible to natives used to the
writing of non-natives, but gaps in
comprehension may occur.

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 11, 13, 28, 33, 41, 65, 69, 87, 97,
117, 121, 177, 209, 231, 235, 251, 263,
285, 307, 317, 339, 381, 393, 445, 447,
473, 495

Listening
NOVICE HIGH
At the Novice High sublevel, listeners are
often but not always able to understand
information from sentence-length speech,
one utterance at a time, in basic personal
and social contexts where there is
contextual or extralinguistic support,
though comprehension may often be very
uneven. They are able to understand
speech dealing with areas of practical need
such as highly standardized messages,
phrases, or instructions, if the vocabulary
has been learned.

SE = Student Edition

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 8, 46-47, 74-75, 102, 103, 131,
153, 158-159, 164, 186-187, 209, 212213, 235, 240-241, 266-267, 294-295,
320-321, 348-349, 371, 375, 388, 402403, 426-427, 452-453, 497
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Reading
NOVICE HIGH
At the Novice High sublevel, readers can
understand, fully and with relative ease,
key words and cognates, as well as
formulaic phrases across a range of highly
contextualized texts. Where vocabulary has
been learned, they can understand
predictable language and messages such as
those found on train schedules, roadmaps,
and street signs. Readers at the Novice
High sublevel are typically able to derive
meaning from short, non-complex texts
that convey basic information for which
there is contextual extralinguistic support

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 33, 34-35, 59, 62-63, 85, 164,
169, 174-175, 193, 223, 228-229, 282283, 301, 390-391, 416, 432, 469-470,
489

Speaking
INTERMEDIATE LOW
Speakers at the Intermediate Low sublevel
are able to handle successfully a limited
number of uncomplicated communicative
tasks by creating with the language in
straightforward social situations.
Conversation is restricted to some of the
concrete exchanges and predictable topics
necessary for survival in the targetlanguage culture. These topics relate to
basic personal information; for example,
self and family, some daily activities and
personal preferences, and some immediate
needs, such as ordering food and making
simple purchases. At the Intermediate Low
sublevel, speakers are primarily reactive
and struggle to answer direct questions or
requests for information. They are also able
to ask a few appropriate questions.
Intermediate Low speakers manage to
sustain the functions of the Intermediate
level, although just barely.

SE = Student Edition

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 14, 26, 69, 106, 109, 125, 137,
149, 162, 165, 169, 197, 220, 226, 263,
280, 289, 313, 329, 343, 381, 408, 447,
467
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Intermediate Low speakers express
personal meaning by combining and
recombining what they know and what they
hear from their interlocutors into short
statements and discrete sentences. Their
responses are often filled with hesitancy
and inaccuracies as they search for
appropriate linguistic forms and vocabulary
while attempting to give form to the
message. Their speech is characterized by
frequent pauses, ineffective reformulations
and self-corrections. Their pronunciation,
vocabulary and syntax are strongly
influenced by their first language. In spite
of frequent misunderstandings that may
require repetition or rephrasing,
Intermediate Low speakers can generally
be understood by sympathetic interlocutors,
particularly by those accustomed to dealing
with non-natives.

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 23, 26, 37, 54, 93, 106, 149, 205,
235, 259, 313, 367, 408, 421

SE = Student Edition
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Writing
INTERMEDIATE LOW
Writers at the Intermediate Low sublevel
are able to meet some limited practical
writing needs. They can create statements
and formulate questions based on familiar
material. Most sentences are
recombinations of learned vocabulary and
structures. These are short and simple
conversational-style sentences with basic
word order. They are written almost
exclusively in present time. Writing tends to
consist of a few simple sentences, often
with repetitive structure. Topics are tied to
highly predictable content areas and
personal information. Vocabulary is
adequate to express elementary needs.
There may be basic errors in grammar,
word choice, punctuation, spelling, and in
the formation and use of non-alphabetic
symbols. Their writing is understood by
natives used to the writing of non-natives,
although additional effort may be required.
When Intermediate Low writers attempt to
perform writing tasks at the Advanced
level, their writing will deteriorate
significantly and their message may be left
incomplete.

SE = Student Edition

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 28, 33, 41, 65, 69, 97, 117, 143,
177, 198, 209, 231, 235, 251, 285, 307,
317, 339, 389, 393, 445, 447, 473, 495
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Listening
INTERMEDIATE LOW
At the Intermediate Low sublevel, listeners
are able to understand some information
from sentence-length speech, one
utterance at a time, in basic personal and
social contexts, though comprehension is
often uneven. At the Intermediate Low
sublevel, listeners show little or no
comprehension of oral texts typically
understood by Advanced-level listeners.

Representative
SE/TE: 8, 19,
159, 164, 187,
295, 321, 349,
447, 453, 477

Reading
INTERMEDIATE LOW
At the Intermediate Low sublevel, readers
are able to understand some information
from the simplest connected texts dealing
with a limited number of personal and
social needs, although there may be
frequent misunderstandings. Readers at
this level will be challenged to derive
meaning from connected texts of any
length.

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 33, 34-35, 59, 83, 167, 174-175,
228-229, 253, 299, 414, 416, 465, 468469

Speaking
INTERMEDIATE MID
Speakers at the Intermediate Mid sublevel
are able to handle successfully a variety of
uncomplicated communicative tasks in
straightforward social situations.
Conversation is generally limited to those
predictable and concrete exchanges
necessary for survival in the target culture.
These include personal information related
to self, family, home, daily activities,
interests and personal preferences, as well
as physical and social needs, such as food,
shopping, travel, and lodging.

SE = Student Edition

pages follow:
69, 75, 102-103, 130-131,
194, 241, 250, 266-267,
371, 378, 397, 403, 427,

Representative
SE/TE: 5, 26,
137, 149, 162,
263, 280, 289,
421, 447
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169, 197, 220, 226, 235,
313, 329, 343, 381, 408,
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Intermediate Mid speakers tend to function
reactively, for example, by responding to
direct questions or requests for information.
However, they are capable of asking a
variety of questions when necessary to
obtain simple information to satisfy basic
needs, such as directions, prices, and
services. When called on to perform
functions or handle topics at the Advanced
level, they provide some information but
have difficulty linking ideas, manipulating
time and aspect, and using communicative
strategies, such as circumlocution.

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 14, 54, 69, 106, 109, 125, 137,
149, 165, 169, 194, 259, 263, 280, 289,
327, 343, 367, 371, 397, 408, 447, 467

Intermediate Mid speakers are able to
express personal meaning by creating with
the language, in part by combining and
recombining known elements and
conversational input to produce responses
typically consisting of sentences and strings
of sentences. Their speech may contain
pauses, reformulations, and self-corrections
as they search for adequate vocabulary and
appropriate language forms to express
themselves. In spite of the limitations in
their vocabulary and/or pronunciation
and/or grammar and/or syntax,
Intermediate Mid speakers are generally
understood by
sympathetic interlocutors accustomed to
dealing with non-natives.

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 5, 37, 82, 93, 106, 109, 125, 149,
205, 235, 259, 313, 367, 408, 421, 471

Overall, Intermediate Mid speakers are at
ease when performing Intermediate-level
tasks and do so with significant quantity
and quality of Intermediate-level language.

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 5, 37, 93, 106, 109, 125, 149,
205, 235, 259, 313, 367, 408, 421, 471

SE = Student Edition
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Writing
INTERMEDIATE MID
Writers at the Intermediate Mid sublevel
are able to meet a number of practical
writing needs. They can write short, simple
communications, compositions, and
requests for information in loosely
connected texts about personal
preferences, daily routines, common
events, and other personal topics. Their
writing is framed in present time but may
contain references to other time frames.
The writing style closely resembles
oral discourse. Writers at the Intermediate
Mid sublevel show evidence of control of
basic sentence structure and verb forms.
This writing is best defined as a collection
of discrete sentences and/or questions
loosely strung together. There is little
evidence of deliberate organization.
Intermediate Mid writers can be understood
readily by natives used to the writing of
non-natives. When Intermediate Mid writers
attempt Advanced-level writing tasks, the
quality and/or quantity of their writing
declines and the message may be unclear.
Listening
INTERMEDIATE MID
At the Intermediate Mid sublevel, listeners
are able to understand simple, sentencelength speech, one utterance at a time, in a
variety of basic personal and social
contexts. Comprehension is most often
accurate with highly familiar and
predictable topics although a few
misunderstandings may occur.
Intermediate Mid listeners may get some
meaning from oral texts typically
understood by Advanced-level listeners.

SE = Student Edition

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 28, 33, 41, 55, 65, 97, 117, 121,
143, 177, 198, 209, 231, 235, 251, 285,
307, 317, 339, 393, 397, 445, 447, 473,
495

Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 8, 46-47, 51, 74-75, 125, 130131, 158-159, 164, 186-187, 209, 212213, 235, 240-241, 266-267, 295, 320321, 349, 371, 375, 388, 402-403, 426427, 452-453, 477

10

TE = Teacher’s Edition

A Correlation of Realidades Level 2, ©2014
to the
ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines
ACTFL
Proficiency Guidelines
Reading
INTERMEDIATE MID
At the Intermediate Mid sublevel, readers
are able to understand short, non-complex
texts that convey basic information and
deal with basic personal and social topics to
which the reader brings personal interest or
knowledge, although some misunderstandings may occur. Readers at this level may
get some meaning from short connected
texts featuring description and narration,
dealing with familiar topics.
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Representative pages follow:
SE/TE: 25, 34-35, 59, 62-63, 90-91, 118119, 146-147, 174-175, 202-203, 204,
223, 228-229, 256-257, 275, 310-311,
336-337, 364-365, 390-391, 418-419, 442443, 468-469, 492-493
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