Grades K–5
Joint Usage Guide

SavvasSchool.com
800-848-9500

Rea581N005

Incorporating Words Their Way® into
Your Reading Street™ Day

Grades k–5
Joint Usage Guide
Incorporating Words Their Way® into
Your Reading Street™ Day
This document shows how Words Their Way: Word Study in Action works with
Scott Foresman Reading Street Common Core, at Grades K-5. Reading teachers
using the Reading Street program can supplement lessons with the corresponding
Words Their Way instruction. Not all Reading Street lessons will have an ideal match
to a Words Their Way lesson. A correlation document highlighting the possible
matches can be found at SavvasSchool.com/WTW , and select “Correlations and
Alignments.” Additionally, you may wish to customize the sequence of your
Words Their Way Student Books. Visit SavvasLearningSolutions.com/school/
custom-library for more information.
The heart of the Words Their Way program is the Sort, or the process of grouping
sounds and words into specific categories. In just 15-20 minute per day, this
approach fosters the progression of word knowledge, including the development
of phonics, spelling, and word recognition. The ready-made materials make word
study easy to implement and use in your classroom.
Students who use Words Their Way: Word Study in Action in conjunction with
Scott Foresman Reading Street Common Core will achieve a high degree of success in
all elements of reading.
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Kindergarten
Reading Street Common Core
Unit 3, Week 2 • Phonics Lesson: /r/ Spelled Rr
Introduce the phonics skill through
modeling and guided practice.

Practice the skill in isolation
and connected text.

Apply the skill in
decodable text.

4

Kindergarten
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Emergent Early Letter Name • Sort 15
Sort

15

Introduce/Model the sort. The
teacher may introduce the sort by sharing
a poem from the Big Book of Rhymes…

Beginning Sounds r, s

Objectives

Pictures

• To identify picture names beginning with the sounds of r and s
• To sort pictures by their beginning sound and associate each
sound with the letter it represents

r

s

ring

six

Materials for Emergent-Early Letter Name

road

seal

Big Book of Rhymes, “The Raincoat,” page 31

rope

sink

rug

sock

rain

sun

roof

soap

Whiteboard Activities DVD-ROM, Sort 15
Teacher Resource CD-ROM, Sort 15 and Go Fish Game
Student Book, pages 57–60
Words Their Way Library, Sandy

Introduce/Model

Small Groups

• Read a Rhyme Read “The Raincoat” aloud,
emphasizing the rhyming words. (play, day, anyway)
Reread the rhyme, emphasizing r and s at the
beginning of words. Have children search the rhyme
to find words that begin with the sound of r or s.
• Model Use the whiteboard DVD or the CD picture
cards. Explain that children will sort the pictures by
the beginning sounds of their names. Demonstrate
how to sort the cards by the beginning sound r or s.
Help children sort and explain their sorts.

Practice the Sort

Independent/Partner

• Have children use the Student Book or whiteboard
DVD to name the pictures and use the grid to sort
according to beginning sound r or s.
• Have children check and explain their sorts.

Apply

Independent/Partner/Small Groups

• Read aloud the directions on Student Book p. 60.
Have children draw pictures of and write the words
for things that begin like rock and saw.
• Game Allow time for children to play Go Fish, which
is on the CD.
• Little Book Read Sandy with children. Have them
identify words that begin with /r/ or /s/.

Extend the Sort
Alternative Sort: Inside or
Outside?
Remove the picture cards for ring, six, and rope.
Then have children re-sort the remaining cards
according to whether you would most likely see
them inside or outside.
Vocabulary

Building Vocabulary

Show the picture card for ring. Explain that ring
can mean “a metal circle,” and it can also mean
“to make a sound,” as in ring a bell. Have children
make up sentences with each meaning of the
word. Repeat with sink (“a shallow basin with a
drain” and “to go down”).
ELL

English Language Learners

If children are having difficulty pronouncing the
sound of r, pretend to be a lion. Model how to
roar, stretching the beginning sound (rrrrroar).
Encourage children to do the same.

Teacher Tip
Challenge children to write the letters r and s on
sticky notes and attach them to items in the
classroom whose names begin with the
corresponding sound. Children may also enjoy
brainstorming a list of words that begin with s and
incorporating them into a tongue twister.

50 Emergent-Early Letter Name
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…or by modeling
the sort using the
activity on the
Whiteboard DVD
or word cards
from the Teacher
Resource CD-ROM.

5

Kindergarten
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Emergent Early Letter Name • Sort 15 (continued)
Practice the sort. Use the Student Book
to practice sorting the words. Ask children
to explain their sorts.

Apply the sort.
Have students complete
the Writing Sort found in
the Student Book, and on
the Whiteboard DVD.

6

Kindergarten
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Emergent Early Letter Name • Sort 15 (continued)
Apply and reinforce the sort. Allow children time
to play the Sort Game found on the Teacher Resource CD-ROM.
Students may also use books from the Words Their Way libraries
to identify words used in the lesson and to practice fluency.

7

grade 1
Reading Street Common Core
Unit 1, Week 3 • Phonics Lesson: Short o
Introduce the phonics skill through
modeling and guided practice.
Practice the skill in isolation
and connected text.

Apply the skill in
decodable text.

8

grade 1
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Letter Name • Sort 10
Sort

Word Families -op, -ot, -og

10

Objectives

Pictures/Words

• To identify short o rhyming words
• To identify and sort pictures and words with -op, -ot, and -og

Materials for Letter Name
Big Book of Rhymes, “One Hot Day,” page 17
Whiteboard Activities DVD-ROM, Sort 10

Words Their Way Library, Lost in the Fog

Small Groups

• Model Use the whiteboard DVD or the CD word and
picture cards. Define any unfamiliar words. Then
demonstrate how to sort into -op, -ot, and -og word
families. Introduce the word cards, and ask children
to match each word card to its picture.

-og

pot

frog

dot

hog

top

hot

log

pop

cot

jog

chop

Student Book, pages 37–40

Introduce/Model

-ot

hop

Bonus Words

Teacher Resource CD-ROM, Sort 10 and Rock Hop Game

• Read a Rhyme Read “One Hot Day.” Emphasize the
words that rhyme. (dog, hog; frog, log; spot, hot; do,
too) Write the rhyming words in three columns on the
board. Ask how the words in each column are alike.
(They end with the same sound and letters.) Read the
poem again, omitting the last word in each line, and
have children provide the missing words.

-op
mop

slot

bog

plop

spot

cog

flop

plot

clog

shop

trot

Extend the Sort
Alternative Sort: Identify My
Category
Re-sort the pictures and words into groups of
living and nonliving things. Begin by sorting three
of the cards into categories. When you pick up
the next picture or word card, invite children to
identify where it will go. Continue until all the cards
have been sorted and children are able to identify
the categories.
ELL

English Language Learners

• Have children use the Student Book or whiteboard
DVD to name the pictures and words and use the
grid to sort the cards by ending sound.

Review the pictures and words. Explain that a
hog is similar to a pig, that a cot is a small bed,
and that jog is the same as run. Have children
pronounce each word to be sure they are
differentiating among the three endings.

• Have children check and explain their sorts.

Teacher Tip

Practice the Sort

Apply

Independent/Partner

Independent/Partner/Small Groups

• Read aloud the directions on Student Book p. 40.
Have children write words that rhyme with hop, hot,
and hog.
• Game Allow time for children to play Rock Hop,
which is on the CD.
• Little Book Read Lost in the Fog with children. Have
them identify words that end with -og.

During a repeated sort, do not correct children
when they place a picture or word in the wrong
column. Wait until they have completed the sort,
and have them read the words in each column. If
they still don’t find the misplaced card, tell them
which column it is in, and have them find it.

Bonus Words Activity
Have children find other words that end with
-op, -ot, and -og. Then have them make word
cards for these new words and sort the words
into categories.

Letter Name
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…or by modeling
the sort using the
activity on the
Whiteboard DVD
or word cards
from the Teacher
Resource CD-ROM.

9

grade 1
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Letter Name • Sort 10 (continued)
Practice the sort. Use the Student Book
to practice sorting the words. Ask children
to explain their sorts.

Apply the sort.
Have students complete
the Writing Sort found in
the Student Book, and on
the Whiteboard DVD.

10

grade 1
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Letter Name • Sort 10 (continued)
Apply and reinforce the sort. Allow children time
to play the Sort Game found on the Teacher Resource CD-ROM.
Students may also use books from the Words Their Way libraries
to identify words used in the lesson and to practice fluency.

11

GRADE 2
Reading Street Common Core
Unit 1, Week 3 • Phonics Lesson: Consonant Blends
Introduce the phonics skill through
modeling and guided practice.
Practice the skill in isolation
and connected text.

Apply the skill in
decodable text.

12

GRADE 2
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Letter Name • Sort 23
Sort

23

Consonant Blends pr, tr, dr, br

Objectives

Pictures

• To identify the sounds of r-blends
pr

• To identify, differentiate, and sort pictures with pr, tr, dr, and
br blends

tr

princess
prize
prince
pretzel
present

Materials for Letter Name
Big Book of Rhymes, “Sack Race,” page 39

tray
track
triangle
tree
truck

dr

br

dragon
draw
dream
drill
drum

bread
brush
bridge
broom
bride

Introduce/Model the sort. The
teacher may introduce the sort by sharing
a poem from the Big Book of Rhymes…

Whiteboard Activities DVD-ROM, Sort 23
Teacher Resource CD-ROM, Sort 23 and Sack Race Game
Student Book, pages 89–92
Words Their Way Library, At the Track

Introduce/Model

Small Groups

• Read a Rhyme Read “Sack Race,” emphasizing the
words beginning with pr, tr, dr, and br. Write pr on the
board and tell children that /p/ and /r/ blend together.
Reread the poem, and have children raise their hands
when they hear the word that begins with pr. (prizes)
Continue in the same manner with tr, dr, and br.
(track, dream, Bravo)
• Model Use the whiteboard DVD or the CD picture
cards. Demonstrate how to sort the picture names by
their beginning consonant blend. Have children name
the pictures in the columns and identify the beginning
blend common to each word.

Practice the Sort

Independent/Partner

• Have children use the Student Book or whiteboard
DVD to name the pictures and use the grid to sort
the cards by beginning consonant blend.
• Have children check and explain their sorts.

Apply

Independent/Partner/Small Groups

• Read aloud the directions on Student Book p. 92.
Have children write letters and draw pictures of
things whose names begin like present, truck, dress,
and brick.

Bonus Words
prance
proud
prime
		

trap
trip
trot

drag
drip
drop
drug

bran
Brad
brag

Extend the Sort
Alternative Sort: What Is Alike?
Display twelve pictures and have children take
turns finding two or three that show things alike in
some way without telling how they are alike. Have
others guess their similarity.
Vocabulary

Building Vocabulary

Children may recognize a basic triangle, but make
sure they know that a triangle has three sides and
three angles. Draw different shapes on the board,
including triangles of varying side lengths and
angles, and have children identify the triangles.

Teacher Tip
To model blending, hold a d letter card in one
hand and an r letter card in the other. Have
children say the sounds for each letter. Then
move the cards together and have children blend
the sounds.

Bonus Words Activity
List the Bonus Words on the board. With children,
decode each word. Then ask children to use the
words in sentences.

• Game Allow time for children to play Sack Race,
which is on the CD.
• Little Book Read At the Track with children.
Have them identify words that begin with
consonant blends.

104 Letter Name
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…or by modeling
the sort using the
activity on the
Whiteboard DVD
or word cards
from the Teacher
Resource CD-ROM.
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GRADE 2
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Letter Name • Sort 23 (continued)
Practice the sort. Use the Student Book
to practice sorting the words. Ask children
to explain their sorts.

Apply the sort.
Have students complete
the Writing Sort found in
the Student Book, and on
the Whiteboard DVD.
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GRADE 2
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Letter Name • Sort 23 (continued)
Apply and reinforce the sort. Allow children time
to play the Sort Game found on the Teacher Resource CD-ROM.
Students may also use books from the Words Their Way libraries
to identify words used in the lesson and to practice fluency.

15

GRADE 3
Reading Street Common Core
Unit 4, Week 2 • Phonics Lesson: r-controlled
Introduce the phonics skill through
modeling and guided practice.

Practice the skill in isolation
and connected text.

Apply the skill in
decodable text.
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GRADE 3
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Within Word Pattern Stage • Sort 23
Sort

23

r-Influenced Vowel Patterns ar, ir, or, ur

Objectives

Words

• To identify r-influenced vowel spelling patterns
• To read, sort, and write words with r-influenced vowel spelling
patterns ar, ir, or, and ur

Materials for Within Word Pattern
Big Book of Rhymes, “Third Base,” page 41
Whiteboard Activities DVD-ROM, Sort 23
Teacher Resource CD-ROM, Sort 23 and Find the Spider Game
Student Book, pages 89–92

ar
dark
harm
harp
shark
sharp
start

ir
birth
dirt
first
girl
stir
swirl

arch
lark
scar
smart

firm
sir
thirst
whirl

or
corn
fork
horn
north
porch
storm

ur
burn
burst
curb
curl
hurt
surf

Introduce/Model the sort. The
teacher may introduce the sort by sharing
a poem from the Big Book of Rhymes…

Bonus Words
fort
pork
scorn
sworn

blurt
burr
lurch
spurt

Words Their Way Library, A Fox Lives Here

Introduce/Model

Small Groups

• Read a Rhyme Read “Third Base” and then review
the sounds of short and long vowels a, i, o, and u.
Write Barb, third, sport, and burst, underlining the r in
each. Have students listen as you pronounce each
word. Point out that they do not hear a short or a
long vowel sound. Explain that when a vowel is
followed by r, the r influences the vowel to create a
different sound.
• Model Use the whiteboard DVD or the CD word
cards. Ask students what they notice about all the
words. Demonstrate how to sort the words according
to their r-influenced vowel pattern. Have students
read the words in each column and tell how they are
alike. Point out that ir and ur are pronounced the
same. Then help students sort and explain their sorts.

Practice the Sort

Independent/Partner

• Have students use the Student Book or whiteboard
DVD to read the words and use the grid to sort.
• Have students check and explain their sorts.

Apply

Independent/Partner/Small Groups

• Read aloud the directions on Student Book p. 92.
Have students write sort words in the appropriate
columns, according to r-influenced vowel patterns.

Extend the Sort
Alternative Sort: Sound Sort
Write part, bird, form, and turn, underlining the
r-influenced vowel patterns. Ask students which
two sets of underlined letters have the same
sound. (ir, ur) Then have students re-sort their
cards according to whether or not the word has
that sound.

Bonus Words Activity
Let students work in pairs to make lists of other
words with ar, ir, or, or ur. If students need
prompting, make suggestions from the Bonus
Words list. Have students include a blank where
each vowel belongs (for example, b_rn). Then have
students exchange papers and fill in the missing
vowels. Note that there may be several possible
answers, such as born, barn, or burn.
Vocabulary

Building Vocabulary

Explain that surf refers to waves breaking on the
ocean shore. In the sport of surfing, people ride
surfboards on the top of ocean waves. Sometimes
people talk about surfing (browsing) television
channels or the Internet.

• Game Allow time for students to play Find the Spider,
which is on the CD.
• Little Book Read A Fox Lives Here with students.
Have them identify words with ar or ur.

158 Within Word Pattern
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…or by modeling
the sort using the
activity on the
Whiteboard DVD
or word cards
from the Teacher
Resource CD-ROM.
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GRADE 3
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Within Word Pattern Stage • Sort 23 (continued)
Practice the sort. Use the Student Book
to practice sorting the words. Ask children
to explain their sorts.

Apply the sort.
Have students complete
the Writing Sort found in
the Student Book, and on
the Whiteboard DVD.
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GRADE 3
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Within Word Pattern Stage • Sort 23 (continued)
Apply and reinforce the sort. Allow children time to play the
“Find the Spider” game found on the Teacher Resource CD-ROM.
Students may also use books from the Words Their Way libraries to
identify words used in the lesson and to practice fluency.
23

Find the Spider

Number of players: 2 to 4
Materials:
• game board
• 32 playing cards
• 1 marker for each player (coins, buttons, etc.)
• spinner

Directions:
1. Shuffle the playing cards, and place them facedown in a stack next to the
game board. Players put their marker on Start.
2. Decide which player goes first. The player to the right of the first player
draws a card and reads the word aloud. The first player spells the word,
and the player who read the word displays it to show whether or not the
player spelled the word correctly.

Move
back 2
spaces

3. If the first player spells the word correctly, he or she spins and moves the
number of spaces shown on the spinner. If the player lands on a space with
instructions, he or she must follow them. If the player misspells the word,
the player cannot move, and play passes to the next player.

Move
ahead 2
spaces

4. Players take turns drawing cards, spelling the word, and moving their
marker.
5. The first player to reach Finish is the winner.

Take
another
turn
Lose
a turn

WWP Sort 23: r-Influenced Vowel Patterns ar, ir, or, ur

Lose
a turn

Take
another
turn

1

Move
back 2
spaces

WWP Sort 23: r-Influenced Vowel Patterns ar, ir, or, ur

fork

first

burn

start

dirt

hurt

harm

horn

sharp

north

birth

curl

burst

swirl

dark

corn

Move
back 3
spaces
WWP Sort 23: r-Influenc
ed Vowel Patterns ar,
ir, or, ur

3

4
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GRADE 4
Reading Street Common Core
Unit 1, Week 4 • Word Analysis Lesson: Compound Words
Introduce the phonics skill through
modeling and guided practice.

Practice the skill in isolation
and connected text.

20

GRADE 4
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Syllables and Affixes • Sort 2
Sort

More Compound Words

2

Objectives

Words

• To identify words that make up
compound words
• To sort and spell compound words

Materials for Syllables and Affixes
Whiteboard Activities DVD-ROM, Sort 2
Teacher Resource CD-ROM, Sort 2 and
Compound Word Spin Game

somebody

himself

everything

without

inside

something

themselves

anything

outside

beside

sometime

yourself

nothing

throughout

sideways

somewhere

herself

(something)

checkout

(outside)

somehow

myself

outfit

someone

itself

outfield

Student Book, pages 5–8

Introduce/Model

Small Groups

• Use the whiteboard DVD or the CD word cards to
introduce the words. Explain to students that some of
the compound words in this sort are difficult to define
because they do not name specific things or actions.
• Define in context unfamiliar words, such as beside,
checkout, themselves, and throughout.
• Have students assist you as you demonstrate how
to sort the words into groups that share common
word parts.
• Guide students to realize that something and outside
can fit into two different columns.

Practice the Sort

Independent/Partner

• Have students use the Student Book or whiteboard
DVD to say each word and use the grid to sort
the words several times according to common
word parts.
• Have students check and explain their sorts.

Apply

Independent/Partner/Small Groups

• Read aloud the directions on Student Book p. 8.
Have students write the two words that make up
each compound word and the compound word itself.

Extend the Sort

W O

Introduce/Model the sort.
The teacher may introduce
the sort using the activity on
the Whiteboard DVD or
word cards from the Teacher
Resource CD-ROM.

W

Vocabulary
ord f the eek:
checkout Tell students that checkout can be

the act, time, or place of checking out, as at a
hotel, a supermarket, or a library. Model using
the word in sentences.

Alternative Sort: People or Things?
Help students sort as many words as possible into
groups that refer to people and words that refer
to things.
ELL

English Language Learners

Review the words with students. Write the words
herself and themselves. Then have students
identify the word parts her, them, self, and selves.
Explain that pronouns such as herself and
themselves are formed with the singular and plural
forms of the word self.
Monitor Progress

Spell Check 1

After completing Sorts 1 and 2, administer Spell
Check 1. See pp. 184–185 in this Teacher
Resource Guide for instructions.

• Game Allow time for students to play Compound
Word Spin, which is on the CD.

Syllables and Affixes
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GRADE 4
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Syllables and Affixes • Sort 2 (continued)
Practice the sort. Use the Student Book
to practice sorting the words. Ask children
to explain their sorts.

Apply the sort.
Have students complete
the Writing Sort found in
the Student Book, and on
the Whiteboard DVD.

22

GRADE 4
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Syllables and Affixes • Sort 2 (continued)
Apply and reinforce the sort. Allow children time
to play the Sort Game found on the Teacher Resource CD-ROM.
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GRADE 5
Reading Street Common Core
Unit 2, Week 3 • Word Analysis Lesson: Greek and Latin Roots
Introduce the phonics skill through
modeling and guided practice.

Practice the skill in isolation
and connected text.

24

GRADE 5
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Derivational Relations • Sort 3
Sort

3

Adding -ion (With No Spelling Change)

Objectives

Words

• To identify how to add -ion to base words ending in
-ss and -ct
• To sort and spell base words ending in -ss and -ct
and derivatives ending in -ion

Materials for Derivational Relations

Base -ct

-ct + -ion

correct

correction

confess

confession

collect

collection

discuss

discussion

instruct

instruction

impress

impression

select

Whiteboard Activities DVD-ROM, Sort 3
Teacher Resource CD-ROM, Sort 3 and Butterfly
Hunt Game

selection

Base -ss

-ss + -ion

process

procession

protect

protection

possess

possession

inspect

inspection

depress

depression

elect

election

Student Book, pages 9–12

Introduce/Model

Small Groups

• Use the whiteboard DVD or the CD word cards to
introduce the words. Ask students what they notice
about the words. (Base words have the ending -ion
added to them.)
• Place a word in each of the Base -ct, -ct + -ion, Base
-ss, and -ss + -ion columns and then challenge
students to complete the sort.
• Read the sort. Help students see that adding -ion to
a base word results in a word that means "the act or
result of."
• Guide students to conclude that when a base word
ends in -ct or -ss, no change in the spelling of the
base word is necessary when -ion is added.

Practice the Sort

Independent/Partner

• Have students use the Student Book or whiteboard
DVD to say each word and use the grid to sort the
words several times according to the suffix.
• Have students check and explain their sorts.

Apply

Independent/Partner/Small Groups

• Read aloud the directions on Student Book p. 12.
Have students complete the activity.
• Game Allow time for students to play Butterfly Hunt,
which is on the CD.

Extend the Sort

W O

Introduce/Model the sort.
The teacher may introduce
the sort using the activity on
the Whiteboard DVD or
word cards from the Teacher
Resource CD-ROM.

W

Vocabulary
ord f the eek:
procession Tell students that a procession of

antique cars slowly pass by in a parade.
Encourage students to predict what procession
means. Help students understand that a
procession is a number of persons or things
slowly moving forward in a line.

Alternative Sort: I Spy Sort
Have partners play a game of I Spy. One
student sorts the words by spelling patterns
and purposefully puts one word in the wrong
column. The partner studies the sort to find the
incorrect placement and says “I spy impression in
the -ct + -ion column; it should be in the -ss + -ion
column.” Have students switch roles and play the
game again.
ELL

English Language Learners

Have students repeat the sort words after you.
Then say sentences aloud that show the
relationship between the base words and their
derivatives. (If you predict a winner, you’ve made a
prediction.) Repeat the sentence omitting the
derivative and have volunteers supply the word.

248 Derivational Relations
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GRADE 5
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Derivational Relations • Sort 3 (continued)
Practice the sort. Use the Student Book
to practice sorting the words. Ask children
to explain their sorts.

Apply the sort.
Have students complete
the Writing Sort found in
the Student Book, and on
the Whiteboard DVD.

26

GRADE 5
Words Their Way: Word Study in Action
Derivational Relations • Sort 3 (continued)
Apply and reinforce the sort. Allow children time
to play the Sort Game found on the Teacher Resource CD-ROM.
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